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Understanding Italo Calvino

Highlights Calvino's fascination with folk tales, knights, social & political allegories, & science fiction.

Marcovaldo

A charming portrait of one man’s dreams and schemes, by “the greatest Italian writer of the twentieth
century” (The Guardian). In this enchanting book of linked stories, Italo Calvino charts the disastrous
schemes of an Italian peasant, an unskilled worker in a drab northern industrial city in the 1950s and ’60s,
struggling to reconcile his old country habits with his current urban life. Marcovaldo has a practiced eye for
spotting natural beauty and an unquenchable longing for the unspoiled rural world of his imagination. Much
to the continuing puzzlement of his wife, his children, his boss, and his neighbors, he chases his dreams and
gives rein to his fantasies, whether it’s sleeping in the great outdoors on a park bench, following a stray cat,
or trying to catch wasps. Unfortunately, the results are never quite what he anticipates. Spanning from the
1950s to the 1960s, the twenty stories in Marcovaldo are alternately comic and melancholy, farce and
fantasy. Throughout, Calvino’s unassuming masterpiece “conveys the sensuous, tangible qualities of life”
(The New York Times).

Difficult Games

Examining Calvino's literary experiments as a young artist in search of his narrative voice, Ricci explores the
psychological and existential motivations intrinsically linked to the writer's need for textual and systemic
patterning. I racconti contains some of Calvino's least-read works, yet these early stories address issues,
present scenarios and generate a growing variation of themes that form the heart of Calvino's narrative
discourse. Ricci points out that melancholy permeates Calvino's works—even at his most playful. He
suggests that if Calvino's highest merit was his sense of wonder and his urge to transform and defeat
obscurantism with all the joy he could muster, one must remember that his work expressed, often painfully,
the limits of human rationalism. I racconti can thus be read as a catalogue of the anxieties of both the young
author and postwar Italian society.

The Origins of Florentine Painting, 1100-1270

Attempts to provide a comprehensive study of the paintings produced in Florence between circa 1100 and
1270 - the scope of the book ranges from early examples of medieval art to the generation of painters
preceding Cimabue. All known works of the period are included accompanied by descriptions.

Short Stories in Italian for Beginners

An unmissable collection of eight unconventional and captivating short stories for young and adult learners.
\"I love Olly's work - and you will too!\" - Barbara Oakley, PhD, Author of New York Times bestseller A
Mind for Numbers Short Stories in Italian for Beginners has been written especially for students from
beginner to intermediate level, designed to give a sense of achievement, and most importantly - enjoyment!
Mapped to A2-B1 on the Common European Framework of Reference, these eight captivating stories will
both entertain you, and give you a feeling of progress when reading. What does this book give you? · Eight
stories in a variety of exciting genres, from science fiction and crime to history and thriller - making reading
fun, while you learn a wide range of new vocabulary · Controlled language at your level, including the 1000



most frequent words, to help you progress confidently · Authentic spoken dialogues, to help you learn
conversational expressions and improve your speaking ability · Pleasure! It's much easier to learn a new
language when you're having fun, and research shows that if you're enjoying reading in a foreign language,
you won't experience the usual feelings of frustration - 'It's too hard!' 'I don't understand!' · Accessible
grammar so you learn new structures naturally, in a stress-free way Carefully curated to make learning a new
language easy, these stories include key features that will support and consolidate your progress, including ·
A glossary for bolded words in each text · A bilingual word list · Full plot summary · Comprehension
questions after each chapter. As a result, you will be able to focus on enjoying reading, delighting in your
improved range of vocabulary and grasp of the language, without ever feeling overwhelmed or frustrated.
From science fiction to fantasy, to crime and thrillers, Short Stories in Italian for Beginners will make
learning Italian easy and enjoyable.

Last Comes the Raven

The first complete English-language edition of one of Calvino's important early short story collections
Blending reality and illusion with elegance and precision, the stories in this collection--one of Calvino's
earliest--take place in a World War II-era and postwar Italy tinged with the visionary and fablelike qualities
that would come to define this master storyteller's later style. A trio of gluttonous burglars invade a pastry
shop; two children trespass upon a forbidden garden; a wealthy family invites a rustic goatherd to lunch, only
to mock him. In the title story, a compact masterpiece of shifting perspectives, a panicked soldier tries to
keep his wits--and his life--when he faces off against a young partisan with a loaded rifle and miraculous
aim. Throughout, Calvino delights in discovering hidden truths beneath the surface of everyday life. Stories
from Last Comes the Raven have been published in translation, but the collection as a whole has never
appeared in English. This volume, including several stories newly translated by Ann Goldstein, is an
important addition to Calvino's legacy.

Under the Radiant Sun and the Crescent Moon

Understanding Italo Calvino's love of storytelling is pivotal to understanding the cultural and literary matrix
of his lush fictional universe. A rich and vibrant critical portrait of Calvino's work.

Twentieth-century Italian Literature in English Translation

This bibliography lists English-language translations of twentieth-century Italian literature published chiefly
in book form between 1929 and 1997, encompassing fiction, poetry, plays, screenplays, librettos, journals
and diaries, and correspondence.

The Castle of Crossed Destinies

\"A group of travellers chance to meet, first in a castle, then a tavern. Their powers of speech are magically
taken from them and instead they have only tarot cards with which to tell their tales. What follows is an
exquisite interlinking of narratives, and a fantastic, surreal, and chaotic history of all human
consciousness.\"--Goodreads

The Complete Cosmicomics

The complete collection of “nimble and often hilarious” short stories exploring the cosmos by the acclaimed
author of Invisible Cities (Colin Dwyer, NPR). Italo Calvino’s beloved cosmicomics cross planets and
traverse galaxies, speed up time or slow it down to the particles of an instant. Through the eyes of a “cosmic
know-it-all” with the unpronounceable name of Qfwfq, Calvino explores natural phenomena and tells the
story of the origins of the universe. Relating complex scientific and mathematical concepts to our everyday
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world, they are an indelible and delightful literary achievement. Originally published in Italian in three
separate volumes—including the Asti d’Appello Prize-winning first volume, Cosmicomics—these thirty-four
dazzling stories are collected here in one definitive English-language anthology. “Trying to describe such a
diverse and entertaining mix, I have to admit, just as Calvino does so often, that my words fail here, too.
There’s no way I—or anyone, really—can muster enough of them to quite capture the magic of these stories .
. . Read this book, please.” —Colin Dwyer, NPR

Encyclopedia of Italian Literary Studies: A-J

Publisher description

Why Read the Classics?

A posthumously published collection of thirty-six essays offering Italo Calvino's invigorating and
illuminating analysis of his most treasured literary classics.

Into the War

\"These three stories, set during the summer of 1940, draw on Italo Calvino's memories of his own
adolescence during the Second World War, too young to be forced to fight in Mussolini's army but old
enough to be conscripted into the Italian youth brigades. The callow narrator of these tales observes the
mounting unease of a city girding itself for war, the looting of an occupied French town, and nighttime revels
during a blackout. Appearing here in its first English translation, Into the War is one of Calvino's only works
of autobiographical fiction. It offers both a glimpse of this writer's extraordinary life and a distilled dram of
his wry, ingenious literary voice.\"--from cover, page [4].

Invisible Cities

Italo Calvino's beloved, intricately crafted novel about an Emperor's travels—a brilliant journey across far-
off places and distant memory. “Cities, like dreams, are made of desires and fears, even if the thread of their
discourse is secret, their rules are absurd, their perspectives deceitful, and everything conceals something
else.” In a garden sit the aged Kublai Khan and the young Marco Polo—Mongol emperor and Venetian
traveler. Kublai Khan has sensed the end of his empire coming soon. Marco Polo diverts his host with stories
of the cities he has seen in his travels around the empire: cities and memory, cities and desire, cities and
designs, cities and the dead, cities and the sky, trading cities, hidden cities. As Marco Polo unspools his tales,
the emperor detects these fantastic places are more than they appear.

Collection of Sand

Published for the first time in English, a final collection of essays by the renowned fabulist writer tours the
visual world through explorations of subjects ranging from cuneiform and antique maps to Mexican temples
and Japanese gardens.

Material Nation

In this fresh, unfamiliar, and sometimes surprising picture of modern Italy, history is refracted through the
prism of the nation's consumer culture. What were Italians eating and drinking over this period? Where did
they live? What did they do in their leisure time? What did they choose to spend their spare money on? And
how did this differ between different economic classes and over time? From the battle against poverty
conducted by the first liberal governments of a united Italy, to fascist autarchy, up to the emergence of
welfare policies and today's multifaceted society, Scarpellini looks at how the material culture associated
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with consumption has structured Italian life and defined the boundaries of class, gender, generations, and
regional differences, inspiring government policies, and influencing the worlds of art and literature. Keeping
a constant eye on wider historical trends, both in Italy and internationally, the book looks at how the basic
triad of consumer culture (food, housing, and clothing) slowly developed into a more complex pattern,
incorporating transport, domestic appliances, and then electronics, communications, and fashion. Combining
economic and cultural history with a vivid narrative style, this book is essential reading for anyone interested
in the history of modern Italy and of consumption more generally in the last century and a half.

Ecocritical Approaches to Italian Culture and Literature

The essays in this volume provide a theorization of what we might call the “denatured” wild, in other words a
notion of environmental “restoration” or \"reinhabitation\" that recognizes and reconfigures the human factor
as an interdependent entity. Acknowledging the contributions of Marco Armerio, Serenella Iovino, Giovanna
Ricoveri, Patrick Barron and Anna Re among others, Ecocritical Approaches to Italian Culture and
Literature: The Denatured Wild negotiates the ground within the historicizing, theoretical perspectives, and
surveying spirit of these writers. Despite the central role that nature has played in Italian culture and
literature, there has been an evident lack of critical approaches free of the bridles of the socio-political
manipulations of nationalism. The authors in this collection, by recognizing the groundbreaking work of
many non-Italian ecocritics, challenge the narrowly defined conventions of Italian Studies and illuminates the
complexities of an Italian ecocriticism that reveals a rich environmentally engaged literary and cultural
tradition.

Text Comprehension And Learning

This book deals with the significance of different text structures and its cognitive processing in learning from
texts. It discusses the effect of learning abilities and attitudes for learning from texts, and focuses on the
significance of processing and learning strategies for text comprehension.

Italian Literature since 1900 in English Translation

Providing the most complete record possible of texts by Italian writers active after 1900, this annotated
bibliography covers over 4,800 distinct editions of writings by some 1,700 Italian authors. Many entries are
accompanied by useful notes that provide information on the authors, works, translators, and the reception of
the translations. This book includes the works of Pirandello, Calvino, Eco, and more recently, Andrea
Camilleri and Valerio Manfredi. Together with Robin Healey’s Italian Literature before 1900 in English
Translation, also published by University of Toronto Press in 2011, this volume makes comprehensive
information on translations from Italian accessible for schools, libraries, and those interested in comparative
literature.

Image, Eye and Art in Calvino

Few recent writers have been as interested in the cross-over between texts and visual art as Italo Calvino
(1923-85). Involved for most of his life in the publishing industry, he took as much interest in the visual as in
the textual aspects of his own and other writers' books. In this volume twenty international Calvino experts,
including Barenghi, Battistini, Belpoliti, Hofstadter, Ricci, Scarpa and others, consider the many facets of the
interplay between the visual and textual in Calvinos works, from the use of colours in his fiction to the
influence of cartoons, from the graphic qualities of the book covers themselves to the significance of
photography and landscape in his fiction and non-fiction. The volume is appropriately illustrated with images
evoked by Calvino's major texts.
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A Study Guide for Italo Calvino's Garden of Stubborn Cats

A Study Guide for Italo Calvino's \"Garden of Stubborn Cats,\" excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short
Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature
project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.

Who's Who in Verdi

This title was first published in 2001. Concentrating exclusively on the dramatic content of Verdi's opera, this
text illuminates the characters and plot scenarios that inspired one of the greatest composers of opera.
Organized alphabetically, the reference contains over 250 entries, with synopses and first performance and
cast details.

Semiotics of Re-reading

This study examines the necessity of reading retrospectively. In this manner, the reader who comes along
after the composition of an author's opus may better understand the author's earlier works after reading a later
one. In contrast to a reader contemporary to the text, who does not have the opportunity of 'hind-sight, ' this
special reader (recto-lector) draws on information gathered from a later text in order to understand a
previously composed text. For example, the relationship between Aldo Palazzeschi's: riflessi (1908) and his
later manifestoes (1914-1915) amply demonstrates the value and necessity of such a reading process: this is
especially true with regard to non-canonial writers as is Palazzeschi. The retro-lector of: riflessi, therefore,
comes away with an interpretation both different and more complete than that which the contemporary reader
would acquire after a strict canonical reading. Along with works by Palazzeschi, 'Semiotics of Re-reading'
also examines poetry by Guido Gozzano and short fiction by Italo Calvino

PEN America 14: The Good Books

This collection of journals, interviews and travelogues by the author of Invisible Cities has “something
fascinating on every page” (The Guardian, UK). This posthumously published collection offers a unique,
puzzle-like portrait of one of the postwar era’s most inventive and mercurial writers. In letters and journals,
occasional pieces and interviews, Italo Calvino recalls growing up in seaside Italy and fighting in the
antifascist resistance during World War II. He traces the course of his literary career and reflects on his many
travels, including a journey through the United States in 1959 and 1960 that brings out his droll wit at its
best. Sparkling with wisdom and unexpected delights, Hermit in Paris is an autobiography like no other.
“Surprising, tart, and distinctive, like [Calvino] himself.” —Philadelphia Inquirer

Hermit in Paris

Why do animals talk in literature? In this provocative book, Mario Ortiz Robles tracks the presence of
animals across an expansive literary archive to argue that literature cannot be understood as a human
endeavor apart from its capacity to represent animals. Focusing on the literary representation of familiar
animals, including horses, dogs, cats, and songbirds, Ortiz Robles examines the various tropes literature has
historically employed to give meaning to our fraught relations with other animals. Beyond allowing us to
imagine the lives of non-humans, literature can make a lasting contribution to Animal Studies, an emerging
discipline within the humanities, by showing us that there is something fictional about our relation to
animals. Literature and Animal Studies combines a broad mapping of literary animals with detailed readings
of key animal texts to offer a new way of organizing literary history that emphasizes genera over genres and
a new way of classifying animals that is premised on tropes rather than taxa. The book makes us see animals
and our relation to them with fresh eyes and, in doing so, prompts us to review the role of literature in a
culture that considers it an endangered art form.

Marcovaldo



Literature and Animal Studies

This Encyclopedia gathers together the most recent scholarship on Medieval Italy, while offering a sweeping
view of all aspects of life in Italy during the Middle Ages. This two volume, illustrated, A-Z reference is a
cross-disciplinary resource for information on literature, history, the arts, science, philosophy, and religion in
Italy between A.D. 450 and 1375. For more information including the introduction, a full list of entries and
contributors, a generous selection of sample pages, and more, visit the Medieval Italy: An Encyclopedia
website.

Routledge Revivals: Medieval Italy (2004).

This book deploys literature to explore the social lives of objects and places. The first book of its kind, it
embraces things as diverse as escalators, coins, skyscrapers, pottery, radios, and robots, and encompasses
places as various as home, country, cities, streets, and parks. Here, fiction, poetry, and literary non-fiction are
mined for stories of design, which are paired with images of contemporary architecture and design. Through
the work of authors such as César Aires, Nicholson Baker, Lydia Davis, Orhan Pamuk, and Virginia Woolf,
this book shows the enormous influence that places and things exert in the world.

Medieval Italy

Jaroslav Folda traces the appropriation of the Byzantine Virgin and Child Hodegetria icon by thirteenth-
century Crusader and central Italian painters and explores its transformation by the introduction of
chrysography on the figure of the Virgin in the Crusader Levant and in Italy.

Short Story Index

The words 'Anthropocene animals' conjure pictures of dead albatrosses' bodies filled with plastic fragments,
polar bears adrift on melting ice sheets, solitary elephants in the savannah. Suspended between the
impersonal nature of the Great Extinction and the singularity of exotic individuals, these creatures appear
remote, disconnected from us. But animals in the Anthropocene are not simply 'out there.' Threatening and
threatened, they populate cities and countryside, often trapped in industrial farms, zoos, labs. Among them,
there are humans, too. Italo Calvino's Animals explores Anthropocene animals through the visionary eyes of
a classic modern author. In Calvino's stories, ants, cats, chickens, rabbits, gorillas, and other critters emerge
as complex subjects and inhabitants of a world under siege. Beside them, another figure appears in the
mirror: that of an anthropos without a capital A, epitome of subaltern humans with their challenges and
inequalities, a companion species on the difficult path of co-evolution.

Thinking Design Through Literature

Fictional narratives of the late twentieth century often cross boundaries. This study argues that the undoing of
structure in postmodern art form demands a different way of thinking and represents a commentary on the
material and social conditions of the late twentieth century and beyond.

Byzantine Art and Italian Panel Painting

Everything you could possibly know about Verdi and his operas, from the brilliant and humorous author of
Wagner Without Fear. If you want to know why La traviata was actually a flop at its premiere in 1853, it's in
here. If you want to know why claiming to have heard Bjorling's Chicago performance of Il trovatore is the
classic opera fan faux pas, it's in here. Even if you just want to know how to pronounce Aida, or what the plot
of Rigoletto is all about, this is the place to look. From the composer's intense hatred of priests to synopses of
the operas and a detailed discography of the best recordings to buy, it can all be found in Verdi with a
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Vengeance. William Berger has given another improbable performance, serving up a book as thorough as it
is funny and as original as it is astute, an utterly indispensable guide for novice and expert alike.

Italo Calvino's Animals

Bringing together new writing by some of the field’s most compelling voices from the United States and
Europe, this is the first book to examine Italy--as a territory of both matter and imagination--through the lens
of the environmental humanities. The contributors offer a wide spectrum of approaches--including
ecocriticism, film studies, environmental history and sociology, eco-art, and animal and landscape studies--to
move past cliché and reimagine Italy as a hybrid, plural, eloquent place. Among the topics investigated are
post-seismic rubble and the stratifying geosocial layers of the Anthropocene, the landscape connections in the
work of writers such as Calvino and Buzzati, the contaminated fields of the ecomafia’s trafficking, Slow
Food’s gastronomy of liberation, poetic birds and historic forests, resident parasites, and nonhuman creatures.
At a time when the tension between the local and the global requires that we reconsider our multiple roots
and porous place-identities, Italy and the Environmental Humanities builds a creative critical discourse and
offers a series of new voices that will enrich not just nationally oriented discussions, but the entire debate on
environmental culture. Contributors: Marco Armiero, Royal Institute of Technology at Stockholm * Franco
Arminio, Writer, poet, and filmmaker * Patrick Barron, University of Massachusetts * Damiano Benvegnù,
Dartmouth College and the Oxford Center for Animal Ethics * Viktor Berberi, University of Minnesota,
Morris * Rosi Braidotti, Utrecht University * Luca Bugnone, University of Turin * Enrico Cesaretti,
University of Virginia *Almo Farina, University of Urbino * Sophia Maxine Farmer, University of
Wisconsin-Madison * Serena Ferrando, Colby College * Tiziano Fratus, Writer, poet, and tree-seeker *
Matteo Gilebbi, Duke University * Andrea Hajek, University of Warwick * Marcus Hall, University of
Zurich * Serenella Iovino, University of Turin * Andrea Lerda, freelance curator * Roberto Marchesini,
Study Center of Posthuman Philosophy in Bologna * Marco Moro, Editor-in-Chief of Edizioni Ambiente,
Milan * Elena Past, Wayne State University * Carlo Petrini, Founder of International Slow Food Movement
* Ilaria Tabusso Marcyan, Miami University (Ohio)* Monica Seger, College of William and Mary *
Pasquale Verdicchio, University of California, San Diego

The Move Beyond Form

One of the great observers of Australian life, Henry Lawson looms large in our national psyche. Yet at his
best Lawson transcends the very bush, the very outback, the very up-country, the very pub or selector's hut he
conveys with such brevity and acuity: he make specific places universal. Henry Lawson is too often regarded
as a legend rather than a writer to be enjoyed. In this selection Lawson is revealed as an author whose
delightful, humorous, wry and moving short stories continue to delight generations of readers. This is the
essential Lawson collection – the classic of Australian classics. 'Lawson's sketches are beyond praise.' Joseph
Conrad 'Lawson gets more feelings, observation and atmosphere into a page than does Hemingway.' Edward
Garnett

Verdi With a Vengeance
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