Retrotopia

Retrotopia

We have long since lost our faith in the idea that human beings could achieve human happiness in some
future ideal state—a state that Thomas More, writing five centuries ago, tied to atopos, afixed place, aland,
an island, a sovereign state under awise and benevolent ruler. But while we have lost our faith in utopias of
all hues, the human aspiration that made this vision so compelling has not died. Instead it is re-emerging
today as a vision focused not on the future but on the past, not on a future-to-be-created but on an abandoned
and undead past that we could call retrotopia. The emergence of retrotopiais interwoven with the deepening
gulf between power and politics that is a defining feature of our contemporary liquid-modern world—the gulf
between the ability to get things done and the capability of deciding what things need to be done, a capability
once vested with the territorially sovereign state. This degpening gulf has rendered nation-states unable to
deliver on their promises, giving rise to a widespread disenchantment with the idea that the future will
improve the human condition and a mistrust in the ability of nation-states to make this happen. True to the
utopian spirit, retrotopia derivesits stimulus from the urge to rectify the failings of the present human
condition—though now by resurrecting the failed and forgotten potentials of the past. Imagined aspects of
the past, genuine or putative, serve as the main landmarks today in drawing the road-map to a better world.
Having lost all faith in the idea of building an alternative society of the future, many turn instead to the grand
ideas of the past, buried but not yet dead. Such is retrotopia, the contours of which are examined by Zygmunt
Bauman in this sharp dissection of our contemporary romance with the past.

Retrotopia

A journey forward into the past... The year is 2065. Decades ago, the United States of Americafell apart after
four brutal years of civil war, and the fragments coal esced into new nations divided by economic and

political rivalries. Most of the post-US Americais wracked by poverty and civil strife, with high-tech
skyscrapers rising above crowded, starving sslums. But one of the new nations, the L akeland Republic of the
upper Midwest, has gone its own way, isolated from the rest by closed frontiers and trade embargoes. Now
Peter Carr, an emissary from the newly elected administration in the Atlantic Republic, boards a train to cross
the recently reopened border into Lakeland territory, on amission that could decide the fate of his nation.
Ahead of him lies a cascade of experiences that will challenge his most basic assumptions about economics,
politics, and the direction history is moving. Alone among the post-United States republics of North

America, the Lakeland Republic has achieved prosperity and internal peace, and it's done so by modelling it's
future on the past...

Nostalgia Now

This volume explores the nature of nostalgia as an important emotion in contemporary society and social
theory. Situated between the * sociology of emotions and ‘nostalgia studies’, it considers the reasons for
which nostalgia appears to be becoming an increasingly significant and debated emotion in late-modern
culture. With chapters offering studies of nostalgia at micro-, meso- and macro-levels of society, it offers
insights into the rise to prominence of nostalgia and the attendant consequences. Thematically organised and
examining the role of nostalgia on an individual level —in the lives of concrete individuals—aswell as
analysing its function on amore historical social level as a collective and culturally shared emotion,
Nostalgia Now brings together the latest empirical and theoretical work on an important contemporary
emotion and proposes new agendas for research. As such, it will appeal to scholars of sociology, socid
theory, psychology and cultural studies with interests in the emotions.



Dystopian Emotions

As nations reel from the effects of poverty, inequality, climate change and the aftermath of the COVID-19
pandemic, it feels as though the world has entered a period characterized by pessimism, cynicism and
anxiety. This edited collection challenges individualized understandings of emotion, revealing how they
relate to cultural, economic and political realitiesin difficult times. Combining numerous empirical studies
and theoretical developments from around the world, the diverse contributors explore how dystopian visions
of the future influence, and are influenced by, the emotions of an anxious and precarious present. Thisisan
original investigation into the changing landscape of emotion in dark and uncertain times.

I nvisible Seasides

Invisible Seasides positions the seaside as alens for understanding lived utopia, pinned in a certain place, an
immovable feature in alandscape where our hopes and fears continue to unfold. Wide-ranging in theme, it
brings a double perspective, past and present, to bear on how we understand contemporary seaside
experience. Presenting amagical paradox of the modern seaside, this book traces the development of a
cultural phenomenon from the mid-1800s to the present day. In the process, it modifies the accepted narrative
about itsrise and fall, reappraising our understanding of the end of a Mass Utopia, and shining new light on
the diversity of post-utopias that have emerged in its afterlife. Fusing social theory, social history, and leisure
studies, itsthesis adroitly envisions the diverse density of the seaside through a critical lens, making the
unfamiliar familiar and vice versa, providing us with an exemplar for a different way of thinking
sociologically, which will be used by scholars from arange of different subject fields to encourage fresh
reflection on social continuity and change.

Retrotopia

FORWARD TO THE PASTThe year is 2065. Decades ago, the United States of Americafell apart after four
brutal years of civil war, and the fragments coal esced into new nations divided by economic and political
rivalries. Most of the post-US Americaiswracked by poverty and civil strife, with high-tech skyscrapers
rising above crowded, starving slums--but one of the new nations, the Lakeland Republic of the upper
Midwest, has gone its own way, isolated from the rest by closed frontiers and trade embargoes.Now Peter
Carr, an emissary from the newly elected administration in the Atlantic Republic, boards atrain to cross the
recently reopened border into Lakeland territory on a mission that could decide the fate of his nation. Ahead
of him lies a cascade of experiences that will challenge his most basic assumptions about economics, politics,
and the direction history is moving. Alone among the post-USA republics of North America, the Lakeland
Republic has achieved prosperity and internal peace, and it's done so by modeling its future......on the past.

The*Second World' in Contemporary British Writing

The thirteen contributions to this collection all explore or exemplify the ongoing British interest in the
socialist world before 1990. In autobiography, fiction, film, history, and lexicography, these chapters show
how contemporary Britain is engaging with the past project to build socialism in Europe, and what this
means for the present and the future of our continent. Contributions come from awide range of disciplinary
and geographical backgrounds, and the volume is further enriched by a short story especially written for this
book and by an in-depth interview with the author of arecent popular history of the GDR. Together, these
chapters offer a unique perspective into contemporary British writing on the ‘ second world’ and the enduring
fascination with the failures of futures past.

The Routledge Handbook of Nostalgia

The Routledge Handbook of Nostalgia serves as a guide to the complex and often contradictory concept of



nostalgia, aswell asthe field of “nostalgia studies” more broadly. Nostalgiais an area of intense interest
across several disciplines as well as within society and culture more generally. This handbook brings together
an international, interdisciplinary team of researchers to survey the current landscape and identify common
trends, achievements, and gapsin existing literature. Comprising 45 chapters, the volume covers the
following topics: Disciplinary perspectives of nostalgias including philosophy, history, literature, and
psychology. Conceptual aspects of nostal gia including homesickness, temporality, affectivity, and memory.
Historical and political dimensions such as afro-nostalgia, populism, feminism, and queer nostalgia. Spatial
and material aspects of nostalgiaincluding ruins, regionalism, and objects. Media-related nostalgia such as
analogue and digital nostalgia, reboots, revivals, gaming, and graphic novels. Essential reading for students
and researchers working in nostalgia studies, this book will also be beneficial to related disciplines such as
philosophy, anthropology, geography, history, and literature; cultural, media, heritage, museum, and film
studies courses, and more generally for readers interested in how the past is represented and used in the
present.

Ex Captivitate Salus

When Germany was defeated in 1945, both the Russians and the Americans undertook mass internmentsin
the territories they occupied. The Americans called their approach “automatic arrest.” Carl Schmitt, although
not belonging in the circles subject to automatic arrest, was held in one of these campsin the years 1945-6
and then, in March 1947, in the prison of the international tribunal in Nuremberg, as witness and “ possible
defendant.” A formal charge was never brought against him. Schmitt’s way of coping throughout the years of
isolation was to write this book. In Ex Captivitate Salus, or Deliverance from Captivity, Schmitt considers a
range of issues relating to history and political theory as well as recent events, including the Nazi defeat and
the newly emerging Cold War. Schmitt often urged his readers to view the book as though \u200bit were a
series of |etters personally directed to each one of them. Hence thereis a decidedly personal dimension to the
text, as Schmitt expresses his thoughts on his own career tragjectory with some pathos, while at the same time
emphasising that “thisis not romantic or heroic prison literature.” This reflective work sheds new light on
Schmitt’ s thought and personal situation at the beginning of a period of exile from public life that only ended
with hisdeath in 1985. It will be of great value to the many students and scholars in political theory and law
who continue to study and appreciate this seminal theorist of the twentieth century.

Utopia, Equity and Ideology in Urban Texts

Utopia, Equity and Ideology in Urban Texts: Fair and Unfair Cities explores the complex interrel ations of
three key critical topics across a diverse range of urban writing. Interrogating the links and tensions between
aesthetic and political prioritiesin the representation and imagining of urban life, the volume engages with
work from awide variety of linguistic and cultural origins and across arange of textual practices having the
urban phenomenon as a common framing concern. Individual contributions discussing genre and literary
fiction, poetic writing, documentary and essayistic texts, planning manifestos and municipal communications
materials serve to demonstrate that the nuanced treatments of urban experience and potential which may be
gleaned from across this textual spectrum act as a pragmatic corrective to purely conceptual approaches. As
such, the volume consolidates the emerging dialogue between the fields of utopian studies and literary urban
studies, understanding these as complementary approaches to the reading of the city and its textual
prolongations.

Work Time

Work Timeisasociological overview of acomplex web of relations that shapes much of our experience of
work and life yet often goes without critical examination. Cynthia Negrey examines work time past and
present, exploring structural economic change and the gender division of labor to ask: what are the historical,
cultural, public policy, and business sources of current work-time practices? Topics addressed include work-
time reduction in the US culminating in the 40-hour statute of 1938, recent trends in annual and weekly



hours, overtime, part-time work, temporary employment, work-family integration, and international
comparisons. She focuses on the USin aglobal context and explores how a new political economy of work
timeis taking shape. This book brings together existing knowledge from sociology, anthropology, history,
labor economics, and family studies to answer its central question and will change the way upper-level
students think about the time we devote to work.

Liquid Moder nity

In this new book, Bauman examines how we have moved away from a'heavy' and 'solid’, hardware-focused
modernity to a'light' and 'liquid’, software-based modernity. This passage, he argues, has brought profound
change to all aspects of the human condition. The new remoteness and un-reachability of global systemic
structure coupled with the unstructured and under-defined, fluid state of the immediate setting of life-politics
and human togetherness, call for the rethinking of the concepts and cognitive frames used to narrate human
individual experience and their joint history. This book is dedicated to this task. Bauman selects five of the
basic concepts which have served to make sense of shared human life - emancipation, individuality,
time/space, work and community - and traces their successive incarnations and changes of meaning. Liquid
Modernity concludes the analysis undertaken in Bauman's two previous books Globalization: The Human
Consequences and In Search of Politics. Together these volumes form a brilliant analysis of the changing
conditions of social and political life by one of the most original thinkers writing today.

Realm of Lesser Evil

Winston Churchill said of democracy that it was ‘the worst form of government, except for all those other
forms that have been tried from time to time.” The same could be said of liberalism. While liberalism
displays an unfailing optimism with regard to the capacity of human beings to make themselves ‘ masters and
possessors of nature’, it displays a profound pessimism when it comes to appreciating their moral capacity to
build a decent world for themselves. As Michea shows, the roots of this pessimism liein theidea—an
eminently modern one — that the desire to establish the reign of the Good lies at the origin of al theills
besetting the human race. Liberalism’ s critique of the ‘tyranny of the Good’ naturally had its costs. It created
aview of modern politics as a purely negative art — that of defining the least bad society possible. It isin this
sense that liberalism has to be understood, and understands itself, as the ‘politics of lesser evil’. And yet
while liberalism set out to be arealism without illusions, today liberalism presentsitself as something else.
With its celebration of the market among other things, contemporary liberalism has taken over some of the
features of its oldest enemy. By unravelling the logic that lies at the heart of the liberal project, Micheais
able to shed fresh light on one of the key ideas that have shaped the civilization of the West.

Do States Have the Right to Exclude Immigrants?

States claim the right to choose who can come to their country. They put up barriers and expose migrants to
deadly journeys. Those who survive are labelled ‘illegal’ and find themselves vulnerable and unrepresented.
The international state system advantages the lucky few born in rich countries and locks others into poor and
often repressive ones. In this book, Christopher Bertram skilfully weaves alucid exposition of the debatesin
political philosophy with original insights to argue that migration controls must be justifiable to everyone,
including would-be and actual immigrants. Until justice prevails, states have no credible right to exclude and
no-one is obliged to obey their immigration rules. Bertram’ s analysis powerfully cuts through the fog of
political rhetoric that obscures this controversial topic. It will be essential reading for anyone interested in the
politics and ethics of migration.

Digital Citizenship in a Datafied Society

Digitization has transformed the way we interact with our social, political and economic environments.
While it has enhanced the potential for citizen agency, it has also enabled the collection and analysis of



unprecedented amounts of personal data. This requires us to fundamentally rethink our understanding of
digital citizenship, based on an awareness of the ways in which citizens are increasingly monitored,
categorized, sorted and profiled. Drawing on extensive empirical research, Digital Citizenship in a Datafied
Society offers a new understanding of citizenship in an age defined by data collection and processing. The
book traces the social forces that shape digital citizenship by investigating regulatory frameworks, mediated
public debate, citizens knowledge and understanding, and possibilities for dissent and resistance.

Mortal Subjects

Thiswide ranging and challenging book explores the relationship between subjectivity and mortality asit is
understood by a number of twentieth-century French philosophers including Sartre, Lacan, Levinas and
Derrida. Making intricate and sometimes unexpected connections, Christina Howells draws together the work
of prominent thinkers from the fields of phenomenology and existentialism, religious thought,
psychoanalysis, and deconstruction, focussing in particular on the relations between body and soul, love and
death, desire and passion. From Aristotle through to contemporary analytic philosophy and neuroscience the
relationship between mind and body (psyche and soma, consciousness and brain) has been persistently
recalcitrant to analysis, and emotion (or passion) is the locus where the explanatory gap is most keenly
identified. This problematic forms the broad backdrop to the work’s primary focus on contemporary French
philosophy and its attempts to understand the intimate rel ationship between subjectivity and mortality, in the
light not only of the *death’ of the classical subject but also of the very real frailty of the subject asit liveson,
finite, desiring, embodied, open to alterity and always incomplete. Ultimately Howells identifies this
vulnerability and finitude as the paradoxical strength of the mortal subject and as what permitsits
transcendence. Subtle, beautifully written, and cogently argued, this book will be invaluable for students and
scholars interested in contemporary theories of subjectivity, aswell asfor readersintrigued by the perennial
connections between love and death.

Video Games and Spatiality in American Studies

While video games have blossomed into the foremost expression of contemporary popular culture over the
past decades, their critical study occupies afringe position in American Studies. In its engagement with video
games, this book contributes to their study but with a thematic focus on a particularly important subject
matter in American Studies: spatiality. The volume explores the production, representation, and experience of
places in video games from the perspective of American Studies. Contributions critically interrogate the use
of spatial myths (\"wilderness\" \"frontier,\" or \"city upon a hill\"), explore games as digital borderlands and
contact zones, and offer novel approaches to geographical literacy. Eventually, Playing the Field 11 brings the
rich theoretical repertoire of the study of space in American Studies into conversation with questions about
the production, representation, and experience of space in video games.

The Material Child

Children today are growing up in an increasingly commercialised world. But should we see them as victims
of manipulative marketing, or as competent participants in consumer culture? The Material Child provides a
comprehensive critical overview of debates about children’s changing engagement with the commercial
market. It moves from broad overviews of the theory and history of children’s consumption to insightful case
studies of key areas such as obesity, sexualisation, children’s broadcasting and education. In the process, it
challenges much of the received wisdom about the effects of advertising and marketing, arguing for amore
balanced account that locates children’s consumption within a broader analysis of social relationships, for
example within the family and the peer group. While refuting the popular view of children as incompetent
and vulnerable consumers that is adopted by many campaigners, it also rejects the easy celebration of
consumption as an expression of children’s power and autonomy. Written by one of the leading international
scholarsin the field, The Material Child will be of interest to students, researchers and policy-makers, as well
as parents, teachers and others who work directly with children.



In Sear ch of Palitics

We live in aworld which no longer questions itself, which lives from one day to another managing
successive crises and struggling to brace itself for new ones, without knowing where it is going and without
trying to plan the itinerary. And everything important in our lives - livelihood, human bonds, partnerships,
neighbourhood, goals worth pursuing and dangers to avoid - feels transient, precarious, vulnerable, insecure,
uncertain, risky. Is there a connection between the shape of the world we inhabit and the way we live our
lives? Exploring that connection, and finding out just how close it is, isthe main concern of this book. What
isat stakeinthisinquiry isthe possibility of re-building the\"'private/public\" space, where private troubles
and public issues meet and where citizens engage in dialogue in order to govern themselves. Individual
liberty can only be a product of collective work, it can only be collectively secured and guaranteed. And yet
today we are moving towards a privatization of the means to secure individual liberty. If seen as atherapy for
the present ills, thisis bound to produce effects of a most sinister kind. The act of trandating private troubles
into public issuesisin danger of falling into disuse and being forgotten. The argument of this book is that
making the translation possible again is an urgent and vital imperative for the renewal of politicstoday. This
new book by Zygmunt Bauman - one of the most original and creative thinkers of our time - will be of
particular interest to students of sociology, politics and social and political theory.

Microdystopias

This edited collection examines the effects that macrosystems have on the figuration of our everyday—of
microdystopias—and argues that microdystopic narratives are part of a genre that has emerged in contrast to
classic dystopic manifestations of world-shattering events. From different methodological and theoretical
positions in fieldworks ranging from literary works and young adult series to concrete places and games, the
contributorsin Microdystopias: Aesthetics and Ideologies in a Broken Moment sound the depths of an
existential sense of shrinking horizons — spatially, temporally, emotionally, and politically. The everyday
encroachment on our sense of spatial orientation that gradually and discreetly diminishes the horizons of
possibilitiesis demonstrated by examining what the forms of the microdystopic look like when they are
aesthetically configured. Contributors analyze the aesthetics that play a particularly central and complex role
in mediating, as well as disrupting, the parameters of dystopian emergences and emergencies, reflecting an
increasingly uneasy relationship between the fictional, the cautionary, and the real. Scholars of media studies,
sociology, and philosophy will find this book of particular interest.

A History of the Senses

This path-breaking book examines our attitudes to the senses from antiquity through to the present day.
Robert Jutte explores awealth of different traditions, images, metaphors and ideas that have survived through
time and describes how sensual impressions change the way in which we experience the world. Throughout
history, societies have been both intrigued or unsettled by the five senses. The author looks at the way in
which the social world conditions our perception and traces the 'rediscovery' of sensua pleasure in the
twentieth century, paying attention to experiences as varied as fast food, deoderization, and extra-sensory
perception. He concludes by exploring technological change and cyberspace, reflecting on how developments
in these fields will affect our relationship with the sensesin the future.

The New French Philosophy

This book gives acritical assessment of key developments in contemporary French philosophy, highlighting
the diverse ways in which recent French thought has moved beyond the philosophical positions and
arguments which have been widely associated with the terms 'post-structuralism’ and 'postmodernism’. These
devel opments are assessed through a close comparative reading of the work of seven contemporary thinkers:
Jean-Luc Marion, Jean-Luc Nancy, Bernard Stiegler, Catherine Malabou, Jacques Ranciere, Alain Badiou



and Francois Laruelle. The book situates the writing of each philosopher in relation to earlier traditions of
French thought. In differing ways, these philosophers decisively distance themselves from the linguistic
paradigm which dominated so much twentieth-century thought in order to rethink philosophical conceptions
of materiality, worldliness, shared embodied existence and human agency or subjectivity. They thereby open
the way for aradical renewal of the claims, possibilities and transformative power of philosophical thinking
itself. This book will be an indispensable text for students of philosophy and for anyone interested in current
developments in philosophy and social thought.

TheWest and theWord

Western expansion in North America has mainly been described as either alinear sequence energized by
nineteenth-century nation-building processes at a moving frontier, or as the practice of settler colonialism and
its exploitation of resources and displacement of nonwhite peoples. This book suggests that shifting the focus
from this binary pattern towards spatial imaginations and spatialization processes—a new theoretical
framework developed at SFB 1199—provides novel insights into the placemaking dynamics of the American
West. It bringsto light adiscursive diversity that often contradicts unidirectional interpretive patterns. It
becomes clear that while some discourses solidified into spatial metanarratives like the character-shaping
clash of civilizations at the frontier or manifest destiny, alternative spatial imaginations exist juxtaposed to or
obfuscated by canonical interpretations. Making use of avariety of sources (including works of literature,
poetry, newspapers, paintings, and speeches) to access spatialization processes on several sociocultural
scales, the book presents a careful exploration of the parameters that inform(ed) the creation, affirmation, and
subversion of spatial imagination of the American West throughout the nineteenth century from the
perspective of American Studies.

The Climate Coup

Inaction by governmentsin the face of climate change is often attributed to alack of political will or adenial
of the seriousness of the situation, but as Mark Alizart argues in this provocative book, we shouldn’t exclude
the possibility that part of the reluctance might be motivated by cynicism and even sheer evil: for some
people, there are real financial and political benefits to be gained from the chaos that will ensue from
environmental disaster. The climate crisis creates its winners — individual s who orchestrate environmental
chaos and bet on the collapse of the world as they bet on declining share values. In the face of this veritable
‘carbofascist’ coup targeting humanity, modifying our behaviour as individuals won't suffice. We must train
our critical attention on those financial and political actors who speculate on catastrophe and, in the light of
this, we must rethink the strategy of ecological activism. Thisisawar to win, not acrisis to overcome.

Collective Memory Narrativesin Contemporary Culture

Starting from the central importance of memory in contemporary societies, this book encourages a
transdisciplinary reflection on how the “ presentification of the past” is never a simple reenactment but
corresponds to the interaction between memory and cultural sensitiveness, present beliefs and needs,
expectations, and forecasts for the future. It studies cultural (re)construction through collective stories,
including academic debates, media narratives, collective mobilizations, state narratives of history,
architectural reconstructions, and artistic expressions. It looks at how technological innovations have
profoundly changed the practices of conservation and dissemination of collective memory, with particular
reference to cultural digitization. Finally, it shows that the relevance and selection of events, the organization
of connections and cross-references between past, present, and future, as well as the importance of diversified
collective imaginaries are the keys to narrative constructions of memory that prove to be sensitive and
decisive for its continuity and its intergenerational transmission. Thisinterdisciplinary collection isfor
students and scholars of the social sciences, cultural studies, and the humanities interested in memory studies.



Food

Food is one of the most basic resources that humans need for daily survival. Forty percent of the world's
population gains alivelihood from agriculture and we all consume food. Y et control over this fundamental
resource is concentrated in relatively few hands. The 2008 food price crisisillustrated both the volatility and
vulnerability built into the current global food system; at the height of the crisis, the number of hungry people
on the planet climbed to over 1 billion. At the same time, there are serious ecological consequences that stem
from an increasingly industrial model of agriculture that has spread worldwide. This book aims to contribute
to afuller understanding of the forces that influence and shape the current global food system. Author
Jennifer Clapp explores how corporate control, inequitable international agricultural trade rules, and the
financialization of farm commaodities have each had a fundamental influence on the practices that dominate
today’ s global food system. By contrast, farmers and consumers, particularly in the developing world, have
had little voice to change the rules of the game. But movements are emerging to challenge the dominant
global system. The extent to which these alternative movements can displace it, however, remains to be seen.

Wasted Lives

The production of ‘human waste’ — or more precisely, wasted lives, the ‘ superfluous’ populations of
migrants, refugees and other outcasts — is an inevitable outcome of modernization. It is an unavoidable side-
effect of economic progress and the quest for order which is characteristic of modernity. Aslong aslarge
parts of the world remained wholly or partly unaffected by modernization, they were treated by modernizing
societies as lands that were able to absorb the excess of population in the ‘ developed countries’. Global
solutions were sought, and temporarily found, to locally produced overpopulation problems. But as
modernization has reached the furthest lands of the planet, ‘ redundant population’ is produced everywhere
and all localities have to bear the consequences of modernity’s global triumph. They are now confronted with
the need to seek —in vain, it seems —local solutions to globally produced problems. The global spread of the
modernity has given rise to growing quantities of human beings who are deprived of adequate means of
survival, but the planet is fast running out of places to put them. Hence the new anxieties about ‘immigrants
and ‘asylum seekers' and the growing role played by diffuse ‘ security fears' on the contemporary political
agenda. With characteristic brilliance, this new book by Zygmunt Bauman unravels the impact of this
transformation on our contemporary culture and politics and shows that the problem of coping with ‘human
waste' provides akey for understanding some otherwise baffling features of our shared life, from the
strategies of global domination to the most intimate aspects of human rel ationships.

Rethinking Democracy for Post-Utopian Worlds

This book is both a conceptualization and detailed analysis of the current crisisin which modern utopian
categories of political institutions find themselves, as well as areflection and clarification of the new dangers
and opportunities facing post-utopian politics in-the-making. Met with those who believe that no more
utopian political projects are possible, the post-utopian movement maintains a non-fantastic or illusory
character of being able to apply new great discourses and radically democratic historical narratives, while
respecting both the autonomy and emancipation of individuals as plurality and the socio-cultural differences
of communities. With this purpose in mind, the book is divided into five thematically differentiated sections:
the new utopian categories beyond modern epistemes; the possibility of liberal utopian democracies without
neoliberalism; the opportunities of socialist empowerments and insurgencies, the necessity of thinking in the
space between two ages; andthe urgency to create eco-political post-utopias.

Dispossession
Dispossession describes the condition of those who have lost land, citizenship, property, and a broader

belonging to the world. This thought-provoking book seeks to elaborate our understanding of dispossession
outside of the conventional logic of possession, a hallmark of capitalism, liberalism, and humanism. Can



dispossession simultaneously characterize political responses and opposition to the disenfranchi sement
associated with unjust dispossession of land, economic and political power, and basic conditions for living?
In the context of neoliberal expropriation of labor and livelihood, dispossession opens up a performative
condition of being both affected by injustice and prompted to act. From the uprisings in the Middle East and
North Africato the anti-neoliberal gatherings at Puerta del Sol, Syntagma and Zucchotti Park, an alternative
political and affective economy of bodiesin public is being formed. Bodies on the street are precarious -
exposed to police force, they are also standing for, and opposing, their dispossession. These bodies insist
upon their collective standing, organize themselves without and against hierarchy, and refuse to become
disposable: they demand regard. This book interrogates the agonistic and open-ended corporeality and
conviviality of the crowd as it assemblesin cities to protest political and economic dispossession through a
performative dispossession of the sovereign subject and its propriety.

Popular Culturein Ancient Rome

The mass of the Roman people constituted well over 90% of the population. Much ancient history, however,
has focused on the lives, politics and culture of the minority elite. This book helps redress the balance by
focusing on the non-elite in the Roman world. It builds avivid account of the everyday lives of the masses,
including their social and family life, health, leisure and religious beliefs, and the ways in which their popular
culture resisted the domination of the ruling elite. The book highlights previously under-considered aspects
of popular culture of the period to give afuller picture. It isthefirst book to take fully into account the level
of mental health: given the physical and social environment that most people faced, their overall mental
health mirrored their poor physical health. It also reveals fascinating details about the ways in which people
solved problems, turning frequently to oracles for advice and guidance when confronted by difficulties. Our
understanding of the non-elite world is further enriched through the depiction of sensory dimensions: Toner
illustrates how attitudes to smell, touch, and noise all varied with social status and created conflict, and how
the emperors tried to resolve these disputes as part of their regeneration of urban life. Popular Culture in
Ancient Rome offers arich and accessible introduction to the usefulness of the notion of popular culturein
studying the ancient world and will be enjoyed by students and general readers alike.

Intimations of Nostalgia

This volume investigates the rel ationship between nostalgia and contemporary social issues. From history
and political theory to marketing and media, each chapter discusses the way nostalgia has been presented
within a specific disciplinary context and shows how nostalgia as atopic of research has evolved over time.

On Education

What isthe role of education in aworld where we no longer have a clear vision of the future and where the
idea of asingle, universal model of humanity seems like the residue of a bygone age? What role should
educators play in aworld where young people find themselves faced with deep uncertainty about their future,
where the prospects of securing a stable, long-term career seem increasingly remote and where intensified
population movements have created more diverse communities in which different cultures find themselves
living side by side, no longer bound together by the belief that the other would eventually be assimilated into
‘our’ culture? Faced with the bewildering features of our liquid modern world, many young people are
inclined to withdraw - in some cases into the online world of games and virtual relationships, in other cases
into anorexia, depression, acohol or even drug abuse, hoping to find shelter from aworld perceived as more
and more dangerous. Others launch into more violent forms of behaviour, like street gangs and the looting
carried out by young people who have been excluded from the temples of consumption but are eager to
participate in the ceremony. And all this happens while our politicians look on, uncomprehending and
indifferent. In this short book Zygmunt Bauman - the leading social theorist of our liquid modern world, here
in conversation with Riccardo Mazzeo - reflects on the predicament of young people today and on the role of
education and the educator in aworld where the certainties of our predecessors can no longer be taken for



granted.
Children and the Internet

A major new contribution to the hot topic of children and the internet from one of the world's leading
researchersin this area. It considers children's everyday practices of internet use in relation to the complex
socio-cultural conditions of contemporary childhood.

Screening American Nostalgia

This book examines American screen culture and its power to create and sustain values. Looking specifically
at the ways in which nostalgia colors the visions of American life, essays explore contemporary American
ideology asit is created and sustained by the screen. Nostalgia is omnipresent, selling aversion of America
that arguably never existed. Current socio-cultural challenges are played out onscreen and placed within the
historical milieu through a nostalgic lens which is tempered by contemporary conservatism. Essays reveal not
only the visual catalog of recognizable motifs but also how these are used to temper the uncertainty of
contemporary crises. Media covered spans from 1939's Gone with the Wind, to Stranger Things, The
Americans, Twin Peaks, the Fallout franchise and more.

Liquid Racism

Bauman argues that our lives are ruled by ambivalence. In this ambiguous world, liquified social structures
can create an anxiety towards the ‘other.” Thisinnovative book takes Bauman’s notions of ‘liquid modernity’
one step further to develop atheory of ‘liquid racism’. The authors show that while post-race theory argues
that society is moving beyond racism, in reality, historical manifestations of racism continue. Except, society
is now faced with aracism whose structures have changed. Examining Brexit, education and black youth
culture as case studies to reveal the application of liquid racism, this book makes a major contribution to our
understanding of the (un)changing nature of racism.

Cosmos and Republic

In 20 essaysinspired by Hannah Arendt's analysis of crisis-ridden modernity, Wolfgang R. Heuer addresses
aspects of depoliticization and the loss of palitics, and thus of freedom. The wide-ranging essays are grouped
in five sections. When Politics Vanishes, The Call of Responsibility, Images and Emotions, Federations, and
From Plurality to Cosmos. They lead to the insight that the crises of our time require a common change of
perspective towards ecological and political sustainability, the unity of »Cosmos and Republic.

The Revival of Political Imagination

The Revival of Political Imagination offers a unique examination of the methodological aspects of utopia.
Discussing utopiaas atool for social criticism, method and imaginative spaces - rather than in terms of its
content - this volume analyses the function of utopias, to develop utopias as methodology and to show how
instrumental utopian modes of thought can be in such diverse fields such as education, labour, and housing.
Including discussions of traditional and contemporary utopias, as well as various forms of expression of
utopian hope, from literature to social science and cultural practices, The Revival of Political Imagination is
both analytical and practical in its elucidation of how political theory can function to foster our imaginative
skills.

Making the Familiar Unfamiliar

Shortly before his death, Zygmunt Bauman spent several days in conversation with the Swiss journalist Peter
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Haffner. Out of these conversations emerged this book in which Bauman shows himself to be the pre-
eminent social thinker for which he became world renowned, a thinker who never shied away from
addressing the great issues of our time and always strove to interrogate received wisdom and common sense,
to make the familiar unfamiliar. Asin Bauman’s work more generally, the persona and the political are
interwoven in this book. Bauman’s life, which followed the same trgectory as the social and political
upheavals of the 20th century, left its trace on his thought. Bauman describes his upbringing in Poland,
military servicein the Red Army, working for the Polish Secret Service after the war and expulsion from
Poland in 1968, providing personal accounts of the historical events on which he brings his socia and
political insightsto bear. His reflections on history, identity, Jewishness, morality, happiness and love are
rooted in his own personal journey through the turbulent events of the 20th century to which he bore witness.
These |ast conversations shed new light on one of the greatest socia thinkers of our time, offering a more
personal perspective on aman who changed our way of thinking about the modern world.

The Anthem Companion to Zygmunt Bauman

This edited volume will illustrate the continuing interest in Bauman's work through a number of chapters
each dealing with the important aspects of his work and shedding light on some new angles and perspectives
on hislife and work. It seeks to position Bauman within the field of sociology and to provide some examples
of hislasting contribution to and relevance for the discipline. Bauman'’ s ideas remain an important source of
inspiration for many scholars and researchers working within a variety of different fields and sub-fields,
appealing equally to empirical work and theoretical elaboration. This book contains ten chapters, and all
chapters are devoted to the presentation and discussion of themes and ideas that were characteristic of
Bauman’sway of doing and writing. The purpose of this volume — as with the other volumes published in the
Anthem Press ‘ Companion to Sociology’ series—isto provide a comprehensive overview of Zygmunt
Bauman'’ s continued importance within the field of sociology and related social science disciplines.

The Emerald Guideto Zygmunt Bauman
This book isthe first introductory guide to the work of Zygmunt Bauman, designed specifically for students

and those new to hiswork. It provides a firm foundation for the independent reading of Bauman and for
exploring the many interpretations of hisinfluential ideas.
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